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   WASHINGTON (AP) — Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, one of the most vulnerable
Democrats up for re-election in 2012, says she will skip the Democratic National Convention in
Charlotte, N.C.

           McCaskill's campaign says she will spend the week campaigning in Missouri instead.
She joins a growing list of Democrats in conservative districts who have decided to avoid the
convention, which will be a showcase of President Barack Obama's re-election campaign.  
    
   
 
  McCaskill's absence is notable because she played an early and prominent role in Obama's
2008 campaign, endorsing him during that primary with then Sen. Hillary Clinton.
 
   
 
  McCaskill attended the 2008 convention, though she was not up for reelection. McCaskill has
previously skipped her party's convention in year's she is on the ballot, including in 2004 when
she ran for governor.
 
   
 
  West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin recently announced he would not attend the convention.
President Obama is unpopular in Manchin's state due to the president's statements about the
coal industry. 
 
   
 
  ---------
 
   
 
  Additional information from SGRToday.com
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