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   RALEIGH, (SGRToday.com) - The White House has released the transcript of President
Obama's October 4 press conference.
   
   The full transcript can be found at whitehouse.gov.
   
   It begins:
   
   ---------------
    THE PRESIDENT:  I'm going to take a couple of questions from the press.  But first, a few
additional pieces of business.
   
   First of all, we learned today that our businesses created another 118,000 new jobs in
September, which means that we now have had 67 straight months of job creation; 13.2 million
new jobs in all -- and an unemployment rate that has fallen from a high of 10 percent down to
5.1 percent.  These long-term trends are obviously good news, particularly for every American
waking up each morning and heading off to a new job.
   
   But we would be doing even better if we didn’t have to keep on dealing with unnecessary
crises in Congress every few months. And this is especially important right now, because
although the American economy has been chugging along at a steady pace, much of the global
economy is softening.  We’ve seen an impact on our exports, which was a major driver of
growth for us particularly at the beginning of the recovery.  And so our own growth could slow if
Congress does not do away with some of the counterproductive austerity measures that they
have put in place, and if Congress does not avoid the kind of manufactured crises that shatter
consumer confidence and could disrupt an already skittish global economy.
   
   On Wednesday, more than half of Republicans voted to shut down the government for the
second time in two years.  The good news is that there were enough votes in both parties to
pass a last-minute bill to keep the government open and operating for another 10 weeks before
we can get a more long-term solution.  But keep in mind that gimmick only sets up another
potential manufactured crisis just two weeks before Christmas.
   
   And I’ve said this before, I want to repeat it -- this is not the way the United States should be
operating.
   
   Oftentimes I hear from folks up on Capitol Hill, “the need for American leadership,” “the need
for America to be number one.”  Well, you know what, around the globe, part of what makes us
a leader is when we govern effectively and we keep our own house in order, and we pass
budgets, and we can engage in long-term planning, and we can invest in the things that are
important for the future.  That’s U.S. leadership.
   
   When we fail to do that, we diminish U.S. leadership.  It’s not how we are supposed to
operate.  And we can’t just keep on kicking down the road without solving any problems or
doing any long-term planning for the future.  That’s true for our military; that’s true for our
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domestic programs.  The American people, American families deserve better.  And we can grow
faster and the economy can improve if Congress acts with dispatch.  It will get worse if they
don't.
   
   That’s why I want to be very clear:  I will not sign another shortsighted spending bill like the
one Congress sent me this week.  We purchased ourselves 10 additional weeks; we need to
use them effectively.

  

 2 / 2


