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   RALEIGH, (SGRToday.com) - The Obama administration has issued a memorandum to the
Secretary of State identifying major drug producing countries.
   
   The memo  can be found at whitehouse.gov.  It begins as follows:
   
   ------------
   
   
   
   Pursuant to section 706(1) of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-228) (FRAA), I hereby identify the following countries as major drug transit
and/or major illicit drug producing countries:  Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia,
Burma, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, and Venezuela.
   
   A country's presence on the foregoing list is not a reflection of its government's counternarcoti
cs  efforts or
level of cooperation with the United States.  Consistent with the statutory definition of a major
drug transit or drug producing country set forth in section 481(e)(2) and (5) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (FAA), the reason major drug transit or illicit drug
producing countries are placed on the list is the combination of geographic, commercial, and
economic factors that allow drugs to transit or be produced, even if a government has carried
out the most assiduous narcotics control law enforcement measures.
   
   Pursuant to section 706(2)(A) of the FRAA, I hereby designate Bolivia, Burma, and Venezuela
as countries that have failed demonstrably during the previous 12 months to adhere to their
obligations under international counternarcotics
agreements and take the measures set forth in section 489(a)(l) of the FAA.  Included in this
report are justifications for the determinations on Bolivia, Burma, and Venezuela, as required by
section 706(2)(B) of the 
FRAA
.  Explanations for these decisions are published with this determination.
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